From Scripps to Texas A&M: The Scientists
As the Department of Oceanography grew throughout its first two decades, other Scripps graduates were hired both as faculty and for research projects. Some of the early hires included the following:
• John D. Cochrane, who joined the department in 1956 as a research scientist, spent the rest of his During the second World War, Scripps Institution of Oceanography trained many Army and Navy meteorologists, many of whom went on to distinguished careers. Two played an important role in the founding of the oceanography department at the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, now known as Texas A&M University. Ultimately, their work led to the founding of the meteorology and ocean engineering departments at the university (Brooks, 1994) .
In 1940, a few years before the decline of the California sardine, fishermen along the Texas and Louisiana coasts noticed that oysters were dying. The decline of the oysters coincided with the expansion of the oil industry into the coastal areas, and the oystermen blamed the industry for the decline. To defend themselves in a lawsuit, the oil industry turned to the Texas A&M Research Foundation for help. Dr. A.A. Jakkula, executive director of the foundation, agreed to assist, and he soon headed a study team that included microbiologist Claude E. ZoBell from Scripps.
The oyster study highlighted the need for experts in oceanography, ocean waves, coastal processes, and marine biology in Texas. To meet the need, Jakkula asked the A&M College Board of Regents on January 3, 1949, for permission to establish an oceanography department, the first in the country, with five faculty positions. The board agreed to the plan. The five professors would teach a curriculum based on the Scripps model with courses in biological, chemical, geological, and physical oceanography, with emphasis on the practical problems of the Texas coast.
To staff the new department, Jakkula again turned to Scripps for help, asking then-Director Harald U. 
